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Dear Neighbors,
I’m proud to say that this July marks one year that I 
have served as your councilman. Over the past year, 
my team and I have attended monthly neighborhood 
council meetings, organized town halls, business 
breakfasts, and membership meetings with community 
organizations throughout the 8th District. My field 
deputies and I have become more familiar with each 
neighborhood and the unique issues of concern to you.

As soon as I took office, I initiated a “Clean and Safe Streets” campaign to rid our streets of the  
debris from years of little to no regular cleaning. Over this year, I am proud say that we cleaned  
more than 2 million pounds of debris off of our streets. My office trained hundreds of residents in how 
to use the MyLA311 app to report problems and we even got media attention around the inequity  
of city services, with lower-income communities like South LA getting slower response times to service 
calls. Our efforts resulted in a new, equity-based program in the city’s Sanitation Department called 
CleanStat with additional crews budgeted to serve South LA neighborhoods! We have a ways  
to go to make all of our streets and alleys clean and safe, but we’ve made some great progress  
in the past year.  

Sadly, last summer, we had a spike in violent crime and homicides in South LA, and the 8th District  
in particular. In July, I held an emergency town hall with local, state, and federal legislators, the LAPD 
and community leaders to talk about the violence and possible solutions. I’m working to get additional 
resources for proven intervention and prevention programs, as well as an increased LAPD presence  
at hotspots of activity when needed. 

I’m proud to share that my office has secured $15 million in funding to reopen the pool at Van Ness 
Recreation Center and to repair the pool at Algin Sutton Park! I believe that one of the best ways  
to prevent crime and violence is by providing quality parks and recreational facilities.  

In March, I hosted a hiring fair to connect community members to entry-level, living-wage jobs.  
Soon we’ll be announcing a targeted hiring initiative to help 8th District residents into public sector 
careers. While trying to bring jobs to residents, I’ve also held quarterly breakfast forums with local 
businesses to encourage them to hire locally and provide jobs for youth and residents. 

And finally, as chair of the Homelessness and Poverty Committee, I’ve led the city family in creating 
extensive strategies on combatting homelessness – from how city departments can better assist both 
the homeless and residents to creating more housing options with supportive services and providing 
more short-term solutions, including storage facilities and drop-in centers to connect them with services. 
Working with the mayor, we will be directing $138 million of funding to these strategies this fiscal 
year.

Please flip through the newsletter to enjoy the events you’ve attended and learn about the ones  
you didn’t make it to. I know there is much work to be done and I will continue to work with you  
in shaping city policy and solutions to improve our neighborhoods and lives – we must be partners  
in this. I hope you have a great summer and continue your engagement with my staff and me. 

 
With hope,

 

Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson
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One of the most important initiatives for our office is  
to ensure sure that the Eighth District has clean and safe 
streets for all constituents and to continue creating green, 
open spaces for residents to enjoy. Here are a few of the 
events I’ve hosted:

National and California Arbor Day
Council District 8 held a tree planting event at  
Algin Sutton park partnering with the Department  
of Recreation and Parks, City Plants, and the Bureau  
of Sanitation. We planted over 175 trees from  
Manchester to 120th street along the Vermont corridor  
with help from community volunteers.

As part of our collective effort with LA City Plants,  
DWP, and LA Sanitation, the council office planted over  
600 shade trees along Vermont from Adams Boulevard  
to Imperial Highway. This effort was made possible by  
a generous grant of $750,000 from Cal Fire intended  
to create new tree wells along the Vermont Corridor.

In celebration of California Arbor Day, I joined the 
community and students for a tree planting service day  
and a community resource fair at Loren Miller Elementary 
on March 12th. By planting these trees we were able to 
educate our youth about the importance  of environmental 
sustainability while beautifying the community. 

South LA Day of Action
The MyLA311 app has helped with reporting illegal 
dumpings or areas that are especially dirty so city crews 
can respond in a timely manner. On March 18th,  
I joined Community Coalition and a small army  
of residents for a Day of Action to clean up neglected 
corridors and alleys in our community. Collectively, we 
logged almost 900 requests for bulky item pick-ups, 
graffiti removal, and pothole repairs through  
the MyLA311 app.

Safe and Thriving Neighborhoods 
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1,950,000 pounds of trash has  
been collected in the district  
since we kicked off our  

“Clean and Safe Streets” Campaign

New Parks in the 8th

I’ve celebrated the opening of two new parks in the  
Eighth District, as well as a playground at Jackie  
Tatum- Harvard Recreation Center in January.  
On March 17th, along with the Department of Sanitation,  
I attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
Manchester Neighborhood Greenway Path. 
As part of the settlement agreement of two Clean Water 
Act enforcement actions, LA Sanitation spearheaded the 
transformation of an unsafe and neglected community 
walkway into a low-maintenance green walkway for local 
residents. Key feature elements include native trees and 
tree wells, a “smart” irrigation system consisting of pervious 
pavers overlaying to create a filtration system, a security 
fence, and solar-powered lighting for pedestrian safety. 

On April 14th, I was pleased to cut the ribbon for the grand 
opening of 111th Place Park. Thanks to the Department 
of Recreation and Parks and the Los Angeles Neighborhood 
Initiative for making it possible to transform a vacant 
property into a vibrant community park. 

Neighborhood Cleanups
We had a great Central area cleanup along the  
Western Ave. corridor from Martin Luther King Boulevard  
to 48th Street, cleaning up litter, debris, and bulky items. 
We partnered with Metro, who power-washed the bus 
stops, LAPD 77th Division, and LA Sanitation for this 
cleanup. Special thanks to Central Area Neighborhood 
Council for their support. 

We also completed a cleanup in our Southern area 
along the 110 freeway on Grand Ave. and Olive corridors 
thanks to our partners Burton Tech Alliance Charter HS, 
Sunburst Academy, Community Coalition, LAPD Southeast 
Division, and Charles Barrett Elementary. 
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Clean and Safe Streets Campaign

Burton Alliance students working  
along the 110 freeway

Central Area Neighborhood Council  
cleaning up Western Ave.

South LA Day in Action surveying an alley  
in need of serious repair and calling 311  

for a bulky item pick-up

Engaging local students in our 311 campaign
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As chair of the Homelessness and Poverty 
Committee, I’ve held countless meetings grappling 
with how our city department’s can better interact with 
and serve homeless Angelenos, how we will produce 
more housing units, as well as how to cultivate and 
open the lines of communication with the county, who is 
largely the provider of all social services for our 47,000 
homeless individuals in the region. The city council  
has approved a historic $2 billion strategic plan to 
provide housing and services for the city’s 27,000 
homeless over the next 10 years.

Just before the end of my first year serving as chair  
of the committee, the full city council voted to put a 
$1.2 billion dollar general obligation bond 
on the November 2016 ballot. If approved by 
voters, the intent of the bond is to 
provide safe, clean, affordable 
housing for the homeless and 
for those in danger of becoming 
homeless, such as battered women 
and their children, veterans, seniors, 
foster youth, and the disabled; 
and provide facilities to increase 
access to mental health care, drug 
and alcohol treatment, and other 
services. This is the only way that 
we will be able to provide a solution 
to our homeless crisis in Los Angeles 
and we must continue the work 
of the committee to ensure we get 
people off of the streets and into 
homes and supportive facilities.

Taking Action on Homelessness

83 new trash receptacles will be placed throughout the district this year 

I’ve lobbied in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. 
to fight for essential funding that the city needs to right our 
path. I’ve toured every part of the city to understand best 
practices of housing developers and service providers  
and spent time with homeless individuals to see what does 
and doesn’t work for them, and held community forums  
to hear from our neighbors, churches, and organizations  
in South LA about how best to combat this problem. 

In May I hosted a Homeless Connect Day to bring 
together dozens of organizations and departments in one 
place to connect individuals to supportive services, housing, 
food, haircuts, and showers. The event was held at the 
Greater New Unity Baptist Church on 97th and Avalon  
and brought together dozens of homeless advocates,  
and federal, state, and local agencies to provide much-

needed services to people currently living 
in homeless encampments. Outreach 
workers transported participants to and 
from the event throughout the day.   
More than 120 people were assisted  
at the event, including: 47 California ID 
issuances onsite; eight participants took 
advantage of mobile showers provided  
by the San Fernando Valley Rescue 
Mission; 26 haircuts; and more than  
73 individuals received clothes and shoes; 
and Robnett Electric provided catered 
food. Special thanks to SSG/Homeless 
Outreach Program Integrated Care  
System (HOPICS) and Greater New Unity 
Baptist Church for partnering with us  
to coordinate this event. 



Economic Vitality and Quality Jobs
Community Economic 
Development 
Breakfast
I hosted a breakfast with more 
than 100 business owners  
at the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Plaza as a new quarterly event 
to engage businesses.  
Everyone gathered to 
brainstorm job and business 
development opportunities for 
South Los Angeles. One central point I stressed was  
the transit-oriented development along the Crenshaw line;  
this area is one of the most important sectors for the  
South LA community.

The CD8 Community Economic Development Forum  
will be a place where stakeholders in local development 
can come and hear the most recent information  
and trends in the economic and regulatory environment,  
share information with other key stakeholders,  
and network with other business owner/operators, 
residents, and other suppliers of goods and services.

The breakfast featured a panel of experts in community 
and business development, Councilman Mike Hernandez 
(ret), and Sam Hughes, assistant general manager, 
Economic and Workforce Development Department  
of Los Angeles. Each shared information about the 
opportunities in CD8 and LA given the new  
transit-oriented development paradigm in which we live.

Job Fair
As part of my initiative to bring 
jobs back to South LA, I hosted 
a hiring fair on March 12th.  
We had different employers 
from the private and public 
sector in attendance all looking 
to hire local constituents. 
Along with employment 
opportunities, there were 
Proposition 47 educational 

resources to reclassify low-level, nonviolent felonies  
to misdemeanors. Over the course of the day, there were 
over 1,000 residents who attended. Special thanks to 
the Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood 
Development Council, Council President Herb Wesson, 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, Congressmember Karen Bass,  
and Assemblymember Sebastian Ridley-Thomas.  
The Los Angeles City Workforce Development Board, 
the California Employment Development Department, 
Brotherhood Crusade, the Los Angeles Urban League,  
and the Asian American Drug Abuse Program (AADAP) 
were key parteners for the job fair.

Prop 47
Proposition 47 is a valuable asset for a number of CD8 
residents as it is a reclassification program that reduces 
low-level felonies to misdemeanors, giving people the 
fresh start they need. At the South LA Justice Resource Fair 

this last April, 
I was excited 
to help people 
file for this 
reclassification 
and move 
on to their next 
phase of life.
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Over the past few months, I’ve travelled to 
both Sacramento and Washington, D.C. to 
lobby for increased funding for the city. In my 
two trips to Sacramento this year, I lobbied on 
the proper funding formula for Prop 47 as well 
as increasing funding for building low-income 
and affordable housing in the city. 

Prop 47 was passed two years ago to provide 
low-level offenders a second chance at righting 
their lives before facing long prison sentences 
that would neither rehabilitate them nor 
provide any savings for taxpayers. With the 
savings from releasing these individuals, the 
state is supposed to provide that money  
to cities to provide life and job skills training  
to rehabilitate these individuals. There has 
been an issue in Los Angeles getting the 
proper amount of funding. We think that  
there should be millions more coming  
to Los Angeles, and with a good portion  
of this population coming back to South  
Los Angeles, it is imperative we get as much 
money as possible to serve our neighbors, 
family members, and Angelenos in need  
of a second chance. 

After passing our Comprehensive Strategic 
Plan for Homelessness and authoring a position 
paper on homelessness in South LA,  
I travelled with my council colleagues  
to meet with our state legislators about  
increasing funding to Los Angeles for more 
low-income and affordable housing. With  
a rental vacancy rate that is only at 2 percent 
and home prices at unattainable levels for 
many hardworking middle-class families,  
we must build more units for supportive  
and affordable housing – this will be the  
only way to bring more affordability back  
into the LA housing market. 

Sacramento/D.C. 
Advocacy   Trips

99th Street Water Treatment Failure 
During the early morning hours 
between January 15th and January 
16th, the 99th Street Well failed 
to provide sufficient levels of 
disinfectant to the water system 
serving the Green Meadows and 
Watts communities for about six 

hours. DWP failed to notify residents for nearly three months until 
a notice was mailed out on April 11th. The failure was due to the 
malfunction of chlorine equipment that affected the appearance  
of the water, but not its drinkability. 

96th Street  Elementary  received the notice from DWP about the 
breach in the 99th Street  w ell that occurred in January, however  
the water was yellow and muddy the week of May 2nd  as well . 
DWP reported cloudy or discolored water was a sign of sediment 
build-up. Both events caused great concern in our communities, 
so I asked the Department of Water and Power to report to city 
council, about the delayed response time and notification and 
their plan for remediation. DWP was able to determine that 
discoloration came from sheared water hydrants from accidents 
and the use of new disinfecting chemicals. I will remain diligent  
to ensure that all residents have clean and safe drinking water. 

DWP Governance Reform 
 The Los Angeles City Council began developing charter 
amendments to restructure DWP’s governance system. Since 
January 2016, the   Rules, Elections, Intergovernmental 
Relations, and Neighborhoods Committee, which I am  
a member of, met 10 times  throughout the city  to review the 
reforms being considered  and listen to public comment . This past 
June, the city council voted unanimously to place the package  
of reforms before voters on the November 2016 ballot. 

Reforms will be focused around accountability, operations, and 
affordability. Currently, no single entity has authority over DWP, 
creating multiple layers of oversight that add time and cost to 
simple tasks. In order to continue providing reliable service and 
invest in infrastructure while maintaining affordability, the rate 
structure must be an important part of reform. 

Department of Water  
and Power Oversight 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6L_UVsGobDbWlJyc2FRQnhMR1E/view


Pioneer Women  
of the Year
The Commission on the 
Status of Women and 
Councilmember Nury 
Martinez collaborated in 
hosting Pioneer Women 
of the Year presentations. 
Council District 8’s 
honoree was Leticia 
Barajas, vice president 
of academic affairs and 
workforce development 

at Los Angeles Trade-Technical College. Ms. Barajas is 
known as a champion for at-risk students, immigrants, 
incumbent workers, and women, as she has developed 
and piloted state-of-the-art programs to connect them to 
high-demand industries.

HBCU Day in LA
I recognized and celebrated our city family that are 
alumni of Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 
Driven by a passion for knowledge and not to be deterred 
by legalized segregation, communities of color banded 
together and organized institutions of higher education 
that would serve them. Throughout the nation, 107 of 
these institutions were established – private and public, 
community and four-year institutions, medical and law 
schools – and today are known as “HBCUs.”

National 
Foster Youth 
Month

I National Foster 
Youth Institute’s 
(NFYI) was 
recognized for their 
advocacy on behalf 
of foster children. 
NFYI organized 

Shadow Days in Council District 8 offices to offer foster youth 
the opportunity to learn about the legislative process while 
elected officials and staff had the opportunity to hear the 
personal stories of youth who have experienced the foster 
care system.

African 
American 
Women’s  
Fitness Month
For African American 
Women’s Fitness 
Month, I celebrated 
Shauna Robinson’s 
Total Woman 
Gym+Spa opening 

at the Crenshaw Mall. Shauna has provided an underserved 
community a much-needed resource, creating jobs and 
helping women take better care of themselves.

Celebrating the Best of the Eighth
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Akbar Gbaja-Biamila
An alumnus of Crenshaw High School, ex-NFL player, 
and current host of America Ninja Warrior, Akbar Gbaja-
Biamila became a real-life hero when he came to the aid 
of Officer Henry Colebrooke after the officer was struck 
by a hit-and-run driver. Officer Colebrooke, his family, and 
I honored Gbaja-Biamila for his bravery and compassion.

Crenshaw High Basketball
I continued to celebrate Crenshaw High’s legacy  
of excellence by honoring the LA City Section Division  
I Champions Crenshaw High Boys‘ Varsity Basketball 
Team; LA City Section Division I Player of the Year,  
Lamar Harris, and LA City Section Division I Coach of the 
Year, Ed Waters. Congresswoman Maxine Waters was  
in attendance to help celebrate her son, Coach Waters.

API Long Term Care Workers
I celebrated Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
alongside the labor victories of SEIU Local 2015 – 
California’s Long Term Care Workers and Councilmember 
David Ryu. Workers spoke about the struggles of home 
healthcare workers in their native languages of Korean 
and Cantonese. 

Immigrant Heritage Month
I honored Revolutionario North African Tacos, which 
opened on Jefferson Boulevard last June, and French-
Algerian chef Farid Zadi for our Immigrant Heritage 
Month celebration. Zadi was born in the Rhone 
Valley in France to parents who were born in Algeria 
under French colonial rule. Farid’s mother instilled in 
him a love of cooking at an early age. He moved to 
Los Angeles 18 years ago and has been teaching at 
Le Cordon Bleu and Ecole de Cuisine and cooking at 
the Spanish Fly ever since. 

Celebrating the Best of the Eighth
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Halfway There Celebration
On May 7th, the Crenshaw Community celebrated a major 
milestone in the progress of the Crenshaw/LAX Transit 
Project. We reached the halfway point in the life of the 
project. As I told the crowd gathered in Leimert Park, the 
Crenshaw community has braved construction  
and closures and deserves to celebrate Halfway There.  
It is important that we continue to work together during  
and after the construction of the line to ensure we have the 
best and most culturally vibrant rail line on the West Coast. 
The Crenshaw/LAX line should be world class because  
our community will be showcased to travelers from all  
over the world on their way from LAX.

SLATE-Z Designation 
In an unprecedented move, the federal government 
designated a second Promise Zone within the city  
of Los Angeles dubbed the South Los Angeles Transit 
Empowerment Zone (SLATE-Z). The designation allows  
the community to access federal funding. Los Angeles 
Trade Tech College will act as the lead agency. 
The SLATE-Z goals are: 

•  Provide living-wage jobs for 10,000 resident s 

•  Increase economic activity by investing in business 
entrepreneurs and community-oriented infrastructure

•  Increase student attainment of certificates and degrees,  
and preparation for careers

 •  Reduce violent crime through effective prevention, 
intervention and reentry, and community engagement

•  Improve community infrastructure by increasing the 
safety, affordability, and use of public transit.

Equitable  
Transportation

Sidewalk Repair Program 

The Sidewalk Repair Program includes an annual 
commitment of $31 million for 30 years totaling 
an estimated $1.3 billion. For the first year of the 
program, 5 million dollars will be allocated to curb 
ramp installation or remediation. 

Sick Pay Policy a Win for Workers 

After being approved in the Economic 
Development Committee, and full council, 
workers within the city of Los Angeles had a huge 
victory with the city’s updated sick pay policy. An 
employee who, on or after July 1st, 2016, works 
in the city for the same employer for 30 days or 
more within the year from the commencement of 
employment, is entitled to take 48 hours of leave 
per calendar year, that must be provided up front by 
the employer, or accrued at the rate of 1 hour per 
every 30 hours worked. Retaliation or discrimination 
against an employee who requests paid sick days or 
uses paid sick days or both is prohibited. The city’s 
paid sick leave policy will be enforced by the Office 
of Wage Standards and ensures safe and healthy 
work environments for all Angelenos. 

LAPD Body Cameras 

In a move to increase transparency 
and accountability, the Rules and 
Intergovernmental Committee, which I am a 
member of, reviewed the proposal to outfit LAPD 
officers with body cameras. After the proposal 
passed in committee, the Los Angeles City Council 
voted unanimously to earmark $59 million for 7,000 
body cameras for police officers. This is the largest 
effort in the nation to outfit officers with recorders 
and will be implemented by 2017-2018.

Responsive  
Government
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$15 million was secured  
for Algin Sutton  
and Van Ness pools 



Responsive  
Government
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On May 6th, I hosted a Prince tribute at Los Angeles City Hall, which Prince 
once made famous as the primary location for his Diamonds and Pearls music 
video. Around 10,000 fans paid tribute to Prince that evening. Fans from  
all over Los Angeles came together to honor the legend. Performers included  
The Time, Aloe Blacc, Marva King, BJ the Chicago KId, Faith Evans,  
Eric Benet, and surprise guest Stevie Wonder. 

This beautiful tribute was made possible by our partners: Councilmember 
Curren Price, Councilmember Jose Huizar, and KJLH Radio. Prince Rogers 
Nelson: one of the most talented entertainers of all time who will never be 
forgotten, and will live on through the memory and music he left behind.

Prince Tribute 



City Hall Office
200 N. Spring St. Room 450, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 473-7008 Fax: (213) 978-1442

Constituent Service Center
8475 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90044
Phone: (213) 485-7616 Fax: (213) 485-8156
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